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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 20-25, 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Welch et al. (4781713) in view Jacovitz (5438708). 

Regarding claim 20, the Welch et al. discloses a urinary collection 
apparatus. The apparatus includes a pad (Fig. 4) having a waterproof shell (at 
22). The waterproof shell has a shell orifice (about 13) defined by a rim (12) of 
the waterproof shell. The shell orifice opens into a shell receptacle space (the 
interior space labeled 13a). The apparatus also includes a liquid reception panel 
(23 or 24) enclosed substantially within the shell receptacle space, and an 
absorbent material (25) situated with the shell receptacle space and secured in 
substantial juxtaposition (or side by side) with the liquid reception panel. The 
apparatus, as shown in Figure 3, is attached to the outer surface of a device (30) 
to be used on a person. 

The Welch et al. reference DIFFERS in that it does not specifically include 
a substantially liquid-impermeable hand enclosure as claimed. Attention, 
however, is directed to the Jacovitz reference which discloses another waste 
collection apparatus (Fig. 3) having a combination of a pad (117) attached to the 
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outer surface of a substantially liquid-impermeable hand enclosure (105) which 
has a hand aperture therein. The aperture, as shown in Figure 1 , opens into a 
first interior space of the hand enclosure for receiving a user's hand so that waste 
material could be collected, while avoiding contact between the user and the 
waste material. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the Welch et al. 
apparatus by employing a substantially liquid-impermeable hand enclosure, in 
view of the teaching of Jacovitz, in order to utilize the movement capabilities of a 
person's hand, palm and fingers to collect waste material, while avoiding contact 
between the waste material to be collected and the user's skin or clothing. 

Regarding claim 21, as shown in Figure 4 of the Jacovitz reference, the 
hand enclosure is sized and shaped for, upon inverting thereof, the formation of a 
second interior space defined by the outer surface and sized for reception of the 
pad fully within the second interior space. 

Regarding claims 22 and 23, the rim (12) is pre-contoured to conform to 
para-urethral physiology of a human female (col. 2, lines 51-55 of Welch et al.). 

Regarding claim 24, as shown in Figure 3 of the Welch et al. reference, 
the shape of the pad is concave. 

Regarding claim 25, as shown in Figure 4 of the Welch et al. reference, 
the shape of the pad is ovoid. 

Regarding claim 27, the absorbent material (25) is a super-absorbent 

layer. 
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Regarding claim 28, as shown in Figure 4 of the Jacovitz reference, the 
hand enclosure is invertible and closeable about the pad, and wherein the pad 
has an ovoid, concave shape configured for collecting a urinary discharge. 

3. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
modified Welch et al. (as discussed supra) in view of Zhao et aL (6514602). 

The modified Welch et al. reference DIFFERS in that it does not 
specifically that the absorbent material including hydrophilic gel as claimed. 
Attention, however, is directed to the Zhao et al. reference which discloses 
another urine collection apparatus for a female user. The apparatus includes a 
pad having a waterproof (impervious) layer or lining (about 38) and a layer of 
absorbent material (about 44). The Zhao et al. reference also discloses that the 
layer of absorbent material can be made from a variety of materials including 
absorbent gelling material (col. 12, lines 50-67). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have modified the modified Welch et al. apparatus by employing an absorbent 
material comprising gel, in view of the teaching of Zhao et al. Such modification 
would be considered a mere choice of a preferred absorbent material on the 
basis of its suitability for the intended use. 

Response to Amendment 

4. Applicant's amendment, filed on 04/1 1/06, to the pending claims is insufficient to 
overcome the rejections as discussed above. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khoa D. Huynh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4888. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on (571) 272-4835. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Khoa D. Huynh 
Primary Examiner 
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